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EMILY'S STORY - REGYCLING THE DREAM

by Rachel A. Hanks

When six year old Emily
Parker-Ristau was first told by
her grandparents that “bottles
make money” during an
environmental Green Deer
initiative, she began recycling
in earnest. However, when her
mother, Priscilla Ristau,
suggested she spend a portion
of her earnings on a night at the
movies, young Emily insisted
that she was saving for a trip to
Disneyland, a trip that, at the
time, seemed an impossibility.

This determination and
insistence continued for an
entire year, in which Emily
raised $1200, collecting bottles
from friends, family, and even
ditches along the side of the
road.

With this money, Emily
and her mother were able to
revel in a full week of Disney
magic: meeting princesses,
spinning in teacups and
listening to the interminable
refrain of “It'sa Small World”

Returning to their
hometown of Red Deer, Emily
and her mother decided to
spread the blessings that they
have received through the
creation of Emily’'s Recycle and
Dream Foundation, a not-for
profit organization with the
goal of funding Disney
vacations for many low-
income families.

Thus, Emily's recycling
bins are in use once more,
except this time, they are being
filled for the benefit of the

Snow family, a local family of

three.

Following Rodney Snow's
stroke on January 12", 2000,
the life of his wife, Carolyn
Snow was radically changed.
Their family was not only
provided with the additional
financial burden of medical
expenses, but Rodney's
mobility became greatly
limited, causing him to require
the use of a walker or
wheelchair.

Yet, the Snows insist, their
lives still held great hope as a
year and two days after her
husband's stroke, Carolyn gave
birth to their first and only son,
Samuel. Carolyn calls him her
miracle son, a gift from God
that came from a time of great
pain.

This financial difficulty
and the physical challenges
that Rodney Snow experiences
on a daily basis have, in the
past, limited such a vacation to
the realm of dreams. However,
Priscilla and Emily are
currently striving to change
this, and quickly.

Emily's foundation
intend to not only provide the
basic expenses of travel and
accommodations to all of the
families that they help, but they
also plan on furnishing money
for every cost associated with
the trip.

“We don't want the
families to pay one penny
towards this trip,” says Ristau, a
social worker with a
background in disability
services. As such, she plans on

not only paying for Disney
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Park Passes, passport fees and
spending money for the family,
but also plans on providing
travel costs for a companion to
tend to Rodney for the
duration of the trip, essentially
freeing he and his family to
fully and independently enjoy
their vacation.

Priscilla Ristau currently
expects the trip to total
The

foundation's board is currently

approximately $6000.

planning for the trip to take
place during Samuel's spring
breakin the year 2012.

The foundation has

currently raised approximately

$600 towards the Snow family's
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vacation.

Emily's Recycle and
Dream Foundation collects
recyclables at the Red Deer
Farmers Market each week, in
local bottle drives, and will
collect bottles from Red Deer's
Centerfest at the end of July.
They encourage anyone who
wishes to share their dream to
volunteer, organize a bottle
drive in their own workplace or
neighbourhood, or even
contribute financially.

Emily and her mother
believe strongly that when
individuals help others achieve
the same blessings they have

experienced, these blessings

continue on. Having
experienced the dream of the
impossible for themselves, they
now have expanded faith to
believe for something more,
something bigger than their
circumstances.

Looking into the eyes of
the Snow family, one can see
that the true magic of this
foundation is not merely in
providing a brief reprieve from
the monotony of everyday life.
Rather, the determination and
love behind the Ristau's gesture
brings hope, love, and the
ability to trust and believe once
again despite impossible

circumstances. Thus, Emily's

dream has now become
Samuel's dream. Soon, with
the help of others, their dream
will expand to another child.
Emily and her mother can
be reached at 403-877-1391, or
by e-mail at
emilysrecycleanddream@gmai
Lcom Also you can find them
on Facebook by searching
Emily’s Recycling and Dream

Foundation.

or all your silage needs

GEM SILAGE BAGGERS
Engineered to work, built to
last! A tradition of excellence
for over 25 years. Nine foot and
ten foot models.

Red Deer, Alberta Grain Bags GEM BACTERIA BLEND All sizes of Ag-Bag

133?.::1_;.7522 B.a le End Caps progup(:zti:ciztew:ﬁ;?rt\)ll\fensiern Silage and Grain Bags

gemsilage@telus.net Stage Tape conditions Ag-Bag Silage Baggers
ipper Tools

Poly Fastener GANDY INOCULANT APPLICATORS

Serving Central Alberta and Beyond (for more info on locations see page 3.)



